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Die Bedetung der spino-cerebei.laren Systeme. Kritischer und experi- 

MENTELLER BeITRAG ZUR ANALYSE DES CEREBELLAREN SyMPTOMEN- 

complexes. Von Dr. Robert Bing, Privat-dozent in Basel. J. F. 
Bergmann. Wiesbaden. 

In this short monograph of 100 pages there is compressed an excellent 
critical analysis of most of the recent work that has been done on the 
physiology and anatomy of the spino-cerebellar system. Coming as it does 
from the Frankfurt institute of Edinger and from the laboratories of H. 
Munk, W. His and Voit it starts with the approval of well-known masters. 

Bing shows in an historical summary the reasons for much of the 
confusion in the interpretation of the physiological experimentation. 
It lies mostly in the field of technical methods which differing in different 
laboratories have given rise to conflicting interpretations. 

The anatomical work of Foville, Flechsig, Bechterew, Gowers and Van 
Monakow is next discussed and the general views of Gowers regarding 
the separation of the ascending tracts into two series is accepted. The 
author then takes up the dorsal spino-cerebellar tracts, discussing seri¬ 
atim: (a) levels of origin of these tracts, (6) the relations of conduction 
impulses to the cells of origin of these roots, (c) the correct topography 
of the tracts in the cord, ( d ) is there any separation of the fiber tracts 
originating in Clarke’s columns and going through the restiform body 
to the cerebellum? and ( e ) what are the relations of the end stations 
with reference to topography? He then takes up the ventral spino¬ 
cerebellar tract in much the same manner. The conclusions reached must 
be read in the original but it should be borne in mind that the older belief 
in the specificity of the separation as here taught has of late years been 
denied and the work of Lewandowsky in particular inclines one to doubt 
the author’s position. 

A complete summary then follows relative to his results on animal 
experimentation; the anatomical results of which seem to be very poorly 
analyzed. A schematic table illustrative of the fiber tracts is suggestive 
but certainly not in accord with the recent work of VanGehuchten, 
Lewandowsy and others. 

Jelliffe. 

Studien uber die Neurofibrillen im Zentralnervensystem. Ent- 
WICKELUNG UND NORMALES VERHALTEN. VERANDERUNGEN UNTER 
pathologischen Bedingungen. Von Dr. Nikolaus Gierlich, 
Specialarzt fur Nervenleiden in Wiesbaden und Dr. Gotthold 
Herxheimer, Prosektor am Stadt. Krankenhaus zu Wiesbaden. 
Verlag von J. F. Bergmann, Wiesbaden. 

This rather formidable monograph of 200 pages handsomely and 
copiously illustrated by cuts and plates is the outcome of the newer studies 
on neurofibrils first brought into prominence by the work of Apathy. 
As the technical methods of Weigert opened up a rich mine of research 
for both the normal and diseased nervous structures, so it is confidently 
expected that with the newer methods for studying neurofibrils, more 
particularly of Cajal and of Beilschowsky, another advance step may be 
taken into the difficult mazes of anatomical structure and alteration. 

The authors have for some years devoted themselves to a study of 
the nervous system by the Bielschowsky methods and this present splendid 
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volume constitutes, in part, the collected results of their studies. The 
study of the alterations in neurofibrils is still in its infancy, and with this 
truth in mind the authors have confined themselves more or less definitely 
to the recording of changes rather than to the formulation of hypotheses. 

They record their findings in normal embryological material in the 
first portion of the work and also contribute a discussion on the tenability 
of the neurone hypothesis in the light of these results. Inasmuch as the 
authors find a certain grade of continuity of fibrils, they hold that the 
neurone theory is in need of some modification. To just what camp of 
anti-neuronists they would ally themselves, however, is not certain. 

The second portion of their work takes up the pathological modifica¬ 
tions of the neurofibrils, first under thermic, chemic, infectious and 
toxic influences. The changes in the cord in tabes, in acute myelitis, 
traumatic myelitis, etc., are then described. A later section deals with the 
changes following acute brain lesion, abscess, hemorrhages, softening, etc., 
while two further sections deal with the fibril alterations in paresis, senile 
dementia, uremia, and delirium tremens, and also with organic tumor, 
etc. A rich literature is appended. 

The monograph is a scholarly production, and will afford to the 
pathologist particularly a useful basis of comparison in a new and com¬ 
paratively little-known field. 

Jelliffe. 

Die laryngealen Erscheinungen be: multipler Sklerose des Gehirns 
und Ruckenmarks. Von Privat-dozent Dr. L. Rethi, in Wien. 
Verlag von Josef Safar, Wien. Price 4.80 Marks. 

The many-sided picture of disseminated sclerosis enables one to 
assemble a rich symptomatology and also affords a large opportunity for 
the pathological study of isolated or partly isolated mechanism. 

The author has availed himself of this and in presenting this short 
monograph on the laryngeal symptoms of multiple sclerosis has brought 
together a complete record of the hitherto recorded examples, added to it 
observations of his own and given a resume of the pathological findings 
both interesting and unique. He further gives a masterly discussion of 
speech defects, of laryngeal paralyses and a study of tremors in a variety 
of affections. 

It is a short monograph of 150 pages full of clinical suggestions, and 
critical observations. 

Jelliffe. 

Ueber den Einfluss der Geschlechtsfunktionen auf die weibliche 
Kriminalitat. Von Dr. Jur. Siegfried Weinberg, Berlin. 
Juristisch-psychiatrische Grenzfragen, VI, heft. 1. Carl Marhold, 
Halle. Price 1 Mark. 

The author here discusses the relation of the sexual function in 
woman to criminality. There is nothing original in the book, quotations 
being freely made from the works of Krafft-Ebing, Ellis, and others, and 
the author, a jurist, appeals to statistics largely for his deductions. As 
a beginning to a large and intricate subject it is a praiseworthy con¬ 
tribution. 


Jelliffe. 



